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[00:00:00.00] [Director's comments]. 

[00:00:13.00] SHANNON GREEN: All right. So, today is Tuesday, April 10, 2018. We are at Carondelet 
Center, Mount Saint Mary's University CSJ Oral History Project, Shannon Green interviewing Sister Ann 
Patricia O'Connor, with Nakorn [Chaisri], Mary Trunk, and Kelby Thwaits of Film and Television present. 

[00:00:32.23] SHANNON GREEN: Okay. So, Sister Ann Patricia, thank you. Would you get us started by 
stating your full name and your age? 

[00:00:40.03] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: Oh. [laughs]. My full name is Sister Ann Patricia O'Connor, 
CSJ, LA Province, and I'm going to be eighty-three in one month-one month today, [all laugh], just a child. 

[00:00:59.03] SHANNON GREEN: Would you tell us a little bit about where you were born, a little bit about 
your family, your childhood? 

[00:01:06.06] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: I'm a native of San Francisco [California]. I was born of 
immigrant parents from Ireland, although they met here. I'm an only child, which is quite unique, first for 
being Irish, and secondly, at the time in which I was born and raised. I never thought it was anything 
different to be an only child, because our house had "the open door". The open door continued through all 
my high school, even when I entered the convent people were-classmates, friends. So, it was a special 
maybe way to grow up, but I didn't see it different in any way. Somebody did make a comment when I was 
in the novitiate that-something about "only children". I don't know who it was, I don't know what she said, 
but it was the feeling hit me, and that feeling lasted for a long time. I don't have it today as I tell you the 
story, but there was something in that that struck me as a younger person and had some history. I went to 
high school- grade school and high school in the city. The city when I went to school was very small 
community in many ways-people lived according to neighborhoods around church. We had a lot of national 
churches. Parish was the hub. I had two groups of-three groups of Sisters educated me. I went to public 
school to kindergarten, loved it, cried when I had to go to Catholic school, where I did a lot of crying in the 
first grade with the Sisters. They were BVM [Sisters of Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary] Sisters. I was 
there for a year with them, and then we moved out in the city-the avenues-toward the beach. It was a 
growing area there, and I had Presentation Sisters which were Irish, but localized. My mother had had them 
in grade school. So, there was that connection. Then for some reason, in grade school, when we were 
looking at the future for high school, most of my classmates went to two other different schools. One would 
be Presentation, the other was a Dominican school. And I knew a couple of gals that went to Star [of the 
Sea]. And it's hindsight that it was meant to be that I went there, but I did go to the Sisters of St. Joseph 
[CSjs], Star of the Sea. It was a parish high school-it was a small parish high school. I came from a big 
grade school to a small parish high school. And I just didn't like it for about two weeks. And I came home 
every night and had some story about whatever. And I remember a Friday night, it was the second week, 
and my mother said to me, "If you come home one more night about some complaint, you can just go up 
the block to Lincoln." Now, that was a real stab, because San Francisco had twelve girl's Catholic high 
schools, and three boy's high schools. So-because the city was pretty Catholic. And so, to say "go up the 
street" to a public school in light of my upbringing was a sword. So, life went on, and a lot of things evolved, 
and of course it was the right place to have been and God was working in it all. And I can see that. You 
know, there's times in my life I can see it almost concretized as I moved along-and they were the happiest 
years of my life. If I had to do anything over, that would be those four years-once I got through the first 
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two weeks--[all laugh]-and stabilized my being or whatever it was. So, it was good. 
[00:05:41.08] SHANNON GREEN: What did your parents do for a living? 


[00:05:43.24] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: Well, my dad worked for the city, and he was a supervisor 
for the Public Works, so it was a middle-class job, you know, middle-management kind of thing. My mom 
really was a homemaker-took care of the neighbors and the kids on the block-you know, the-sort of the 
"mother image" of many, also with family. However, my father was not well when I was in the sixth grade, 
and she needed to go back to work. And she did go, and it was to be temporary, and it just became-she 
sort of called her own shots-she could work part-time. They kept calling her to come back. And it was, I 
think, life-giving for her. Obviously, it helped the family financially. And to this day, when people gather from 
around our time, they'll talk about their encounters with my mother at-it was The Emporium-it was sort of 
a known store in those days. And as a kid, we all tried to get jobs when we were sophomores-or when we 
could-when we were-so, we all worked in stores and stuff. And so, I went to the Emporium and applied 
and did all that kind of stuff. And some place in the process, somebody said to me, "You know, your mom 
works there. They're probably not going to hire you." And I didn't even know about that-and she didn't 
really even know about that. But we didn't even discuss it. If I'd get a job I'd get a job. But anyway, went 
through the training, and I can remember shortly after, the phone rang. And they wanted me to come to 
work on-l'm going to make it Thursday night or something-it was something new in the city. Well, I was in 
high school-[laughsj-and I was involved in sports, and we had games and stuff. So, I did go. I did get into 
a department-they asked me to stay on as an extra, so, I worked all from my sophomore summer until the 
summer I entered. And it was a very good experience, in the sense of meeting people, having certain 
responsibilities, getting to know a little bit-in this case, because I worked in the dress department- 
practically the whole-you know, the experience was good. The experience was good for me. The funny 
story is they phoned the Christmas after I entered-the Christmas I entered-entered in September. And my 
mother said, "Oh, she's off at college" and so-because although my mother thought I'd probably stay, that I 
would see this as a life-calling-1 mean, she told me this later-l wouldn't know that. My father gave me a 
couple of weeks, you know. He was sure I was going to be home-there-just how I lived life as a teenager, 
although not rebellious or anything, I was just too alive to get stuck in the convent. So-but that went on for 
a while, and so finally it petered out, that the Emporium was not calling-[laughsj-for me to work in 
whatever the schedule they were-. But I was really blessed, because it gave me pocket money, and helped 
a little bit with my pseudo-education, which really bought convent things rather than college-related things 
and so forth. 

[00:09:43.17] [Director's comments]. 

[00:11:15.01] SHANNON GREEN: You said before-l want to ask you a little bit about-were you a religious 
family, you know religious-in terms of religious practice-but also about that "open door" and the 
neighborhood-and it sounds like your family was very open and welcoming. 

[00:11:30.02] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: Yes. And that just is a part of my growing up. And I'd 
pick-1 still pick that up from friends-not so much family anymore, because my family in the city-cousins 
and stuff-have really died, and I'm the oldest-l know I'm older now-but I've been the oldest of first 
cousins for a long time. And so, anything that's current comments about family is usually related to friends, 
because-and of course. I'm down here, you know. I'm not home. But you asked me- 

[00:12:13.29] SHANNON GREEN: Were you a very religious- 

[00:12:15.13] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: The family-l'd say-we were Irish. The folks would have 
been more traditionalists of their time. They both were working people, so we were very good about Sunday 
Mass. And we lived in St. Anne's parish, which was the-Novena of St. Anne was one of the biggest events 
for the Catholic community growing up-big event in j uly-the procession and people came from all over. 

And that's where you met family and friends who were Catholic. We made that Novena ever since I can 
remember-even as a high schooler we did. When I say the "we", it's me with friends and family members. 
So, we had Sunday Mass, children's Mass, every-eight-thirty Mass, by gum, we were at that. If anybody 
were missing it would be my father, if he had to do some kind of work on a weekend, or something. As they 
grew older, in their own story, if you will, they both almost became daily worshippers. And depending-l can 
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remember it started for my father on a vacation. We were near a church and that became very important to- 
-so, it was-l can see some growth in them, and some change. There was a big run in the city in the Catholic 
community about the daily Rosary, there was another movement in my growing up where-dedicating the 
home to the Sacred Heart. And I know my mother, when she gave up the home, that was very important 
that that went with her. So, they were grounded in their own faith. They were open to change. And I saw 
that as we were changing in community, because they had to adjust to some of the things that were 
happening in my community life, and, you know, what about this or what about that. And I saw an openness 
there. Now, my father died-he died suddenly the day before President Kennedy [j ohn Fitzgerald Kennedy 
(1917-1963), US President]. So, I was in my mid-twenties or so when that-happened. So, the 
remembrances of my dad are pretty focused to a certain period of time. And he was a very gentle person¬ 
loved kids-and that was the difficult thing. My mother told me later that when I was born-my mother had a 
difficult pregnancy, and when I was born they were grateful I was born. And they didn't even think of a girl- 
I was supposed to have been "James Dennis" or something, so, anyway, I did get a name, [laughs]. But I 
saw as I grew up-there was something magnetic in my dad's personality, whether it was at family 
gatherings or friends in and out of the house-at all ages-and he was very sensitive to certain-it was mostly 
girls who came in and out. Well, yeah, because most of my friends were girls that were in and out of the 
house-about their family life. Like, I had one friend, and every time I guess she stayed at the house after I 
had gone, my mother said that he always walked her-because we didn't have cars in those-you didn't need 
them in San Francisco-walked her-in those days, the cable car. And she said he always came back sad, 
because he wasn't sure what she might be going home to. And then there were family members-kids- 
younger-kids in the family-and if we'd be at a family event, he'd be gone. Where would he be? Wherever 
the kids were. 

[00:17:23.12] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: So, there was-there was something-1 became more 
aware as-especially as I was going to enter-wanting to enter, thinking about entering the convent, which 
was for a period of time. It sort of [unintelligible] me my whole high school, for some reason. The hardest 
thing was to tell my father. I told my mother. But she sort of suspected. But she said, "You have to tell your 
father." And I never asked her why she wanted me to do that. But I can remember, he-l remember my 
mother went to an odd Mass, and my dad was down smoking in the yard. He always smoked in the yard, 
[laughs]. So, I went down and said whatever I said to him. And he was very supportive. And when I finished 
my deed, so to speak, I remember going off to visit a friend, because she was also entering, and she had 
already told her parents. And when I got over there, you know, I said, "I just told my dad." And my mother 
told me later that when she came home, she came through the garage, and he was still out in the yard, and 
she said he-she knew, right way, because he had been crying. Now, in hindsight, that meant no 
grandchildren. And in light of everything I said about him, that was probably a sacrifice that I don't 
understand. I can verbalize it, but I don't understand what that would have meant. And the other thing 
probably, when I was two I got very sick with strep, and in those days, you know, they didn't have the 
medicines and such that they have now. And I almost died. And so, hard pregnancy, almost died, I was 
asthmatic-1 mean, you'd never know that looking at me, because I'm healthy. God's been very good to me. 
It put some context of understanding to me about-l was given life by very generous parents, and in that 
life, God has called me and re-called me to ways to give back, if you will, to him. Not to them, but him, who 
made their soul, you know, possible. It's-I'm just sort of thinking that as I'm saying that, and you know 
obviously it-your questions bring out the immediate response, not a planned response. So-God was good- 
is good. 

[00:20:27.07] SHANNON GREEN: When-you said that the call really started to take root in high school- 
[00:20:31.04] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: Yeah. 

[00:20:32.26] SHANNON GREEN: [all laugh]. Was there-what was it about- 

[00:20:36.05] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: I knew you were going to answer-ask something, rather, 
because it's hard to verbalize. It started in high school early on. Now, I told you, I didn't-l wasn't happy 
there. Okay. And the other two religious communities that I had experienced were semi-cloistered. You 
know, they didn't come to games, and you know. And I loved them-l had favorite Sisters in each setting, 
you know, in recall. But-so, there was nothing there drawing me. Once-when I went to Star, and you 
know, got into life there-l was an athlete, so I played varsity, and that was because of a PE [physical 
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education] teacher. She saved me, I think, from getting involved. I remember her saying to me-l was 
rotating in on volleyball--it was gym-it was PE, so everybody played, kind of, so you rotated in. And she 
leaned over to me and she said, "Why didn't you come out for the volleyball varsity?" And I said, "Well, I 
never played-l never played volleyball in grade school-1 didn't know one end from the other." She said, "Do 
you play basketball?" And I said, "Oh yeah, I do." And she says, "You come out for the varsity." So, I played 
varsity four years, and you know, I'm tall-l was tall-and a little bit more coordinated than I am now. But 
that made a difference. So, how I got to Star was just a conversation with a friend in a grocery store-1 
mean, that's the simple form. Her sister also entered the community later and left. But they were happy at 
Star. Her sister entered the community. Her mothers were chatting and we were chatting-so there was 
something about being drawn there even though everybody else was going to other high schools. So, that's 
a seed-that's hindsight-is a seed. Then this experience with this PE teacher that got me involved, and I 
was-became very involved on all fronts over time. Made all new friends, because none of my class from my 
school went. So, those relationships and those families-parties, dating, all that kind of stuff-it was minor 
dating to what we do now, but you know, we had our own way of going steady, [laughs]. And we had our 
own way of having parties, and I was in it all-involved in school. But I would come home from some event- 
we'll say a party, or we'll say a dance, or a date, okay-early on, and I'd go to bed, and something would be 
saying to me, you know, "What about-what next?" And then I found myself asking questions of certain 
Sisters that, you know-even conversation with my classmates, because several of us entered at that 
particular year. So, there was something in the environment that was touching my being and calling through 
the other-through the-l don't know how to experience any different. The Sister that sort of really became 
my-we used the word "sponsor" in those days, and our era would understand that-she was very available, 

I had her for English, I had her for Religion. And in our sophomore English slash Religion-1 forget how she 
did this-we did a whole vocation thing, in which we, the students, were asked to go back to our home 
parishes as-or Sisters we knew. And we had a whole program for the student body on religious life. And I 
came as a Presentation Sister-my grade school. I went to them, they dressed me up, drove me back for 
this-that was a very significant thing that exposed us as a school to religious life, and it wasn't just the CSJ s. 
And I think that's significant-that they were open-God's call is to all. So, that was sophomore year, so that 
sort of put a little bit more. And then junior year and senior year I was just too busy with-that I-it was sort 
of that same thing-what-why-what's about this? And then when we were seniors, one of the activities of 
high school was that we came down for the Reception of those who were receiving the habit. So, they were 
the people ahead of you that-if they entered, you knew. So, that was a significant exposure to whatever. 
And just life kept pointing me more to-even though, you know, I took-we didn't take tests so much, we 
applied to colleges, and I wanted to go to Belmont and I wanted to-they had a good lab tech program. I 
was good in science. You know, so that was my story, and it was a legitimate story. But there was this 
undercurrent. And all of us-you know, life went on, and I finally applied and went through the process, and 
we had interviews with-the Provincial came up to San Francisco. And it was a big deal. We all hung out at 
the [Doughnut Bowl] and came over for our interviews, [laughs]. So, it was sort of a high school mentality, 
but under it some of us-we all-all of us entered. But we all didn't stay. So, you know, that's God's hand in 
it, too. But I'd have to say there was some-l can't verbalize it-some consistent call that kept tweaking its 
head throughout all that time-the four years. And I didn't miss anything on the head of it. In fact, I 
probably had a greater time because some place deep I knew I was going to go. Now whether I was going 
to stay or not, I didn't know that. Who does? I mean, my dad gave me two weeks for all his own reasons. 

But my mother said she knew. 

[00:27:50.21] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: And my best friend who I said entered, she left. And it 
just practically destroyed me. But our Postulant Mistress at that time had met us during the summer, when 
her family took me with them on a trip that included LA, and we stopped at St. Mary's-old St. Mary's. And 
she met us, and I don't remember how that happened, but she did. So she knew our personal connection, 
and so she was so good to me when she left. And I'll never forget that. And it-she has lived her life out, and 
we're good friends and connected and all that kind of stuff. But God is in charge in all of our lives, and 
everything that happens, and we've got to listen, and when things get tough-like that was a huge 
disappointment-but I think I became stronger. And then I knew I had good support from my reception at 
that time, even though it was a time when we didn't do a lot of talking and chatting and so forth. But I felt 
the support-because they knew her, they liked her-but they knew what it had done to me. And so, life 
went on. She came back the next year and waited. And my folks were down, and they knew you didn't visit 
postulants and novices at the same-it was one of the rules. But they knew they needed to spend time to 
visit her, because the folks said, "Be sure you see her." And Peggy-and so, she got called to visit, and my 
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folks had a visit with her, and then I got called, had a visit with me. And my mother told me later they were 
on their way home, and they said, "God, what are we going to say to Roy and Elizabeth? Peggy just looks 
so-she doesn't look right or whatever." So, they just thought health or something. And so, my mother said 
when they got home, they had not called Roy and Elizabeth-they phoned. And so, she was saying, "What 
are we going to say, you know, we've got to be honest, but what do we say?" And she said to them-they 
already-they said to her, "Oh, we know you had a real good visit with Peg." And my mother said, "Well, how 
come, we just got home?" And she said, "She's home." She had-at the time they were visiting, she was 
getting ready to leave again. But you know, nobody knew what the-but those were different days. I mean, 
now you sort of have a party when somebody leaves and so forth, [laughs]. But it's that life experience--it 
has to do with the times. But the life experience of that in some ways-l'm making this up-l'm not making it 
up-l'm thinking about it now-sort of solidifies something that-you look back, "How come you stayed and 
she-?" She tried it twice, and you just sort of-l didn't-l sort of sailed. Maybe I'm still sailing for some 
reason-some reason that's where I'm to be-where God wants me to be. His faithfulness keeps me here. 
It's-and our life, you know, it's through our prayer life and our relationships and our ministry and seeing the 
good of people and how we relate to them, formally and informally, which, you know, gets to our charism. 
It's- 

[00:32:08.21] SHANNON GREEN: Yeah, we'll talk more about that. Because you had different Sisters, what 
was it about the CSjs do you think-? 

[00:32:17.07] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: Oh. Friendly, available, came to our games-if we were 
doing any kind of projects at school-this was a small high school. So we had operettas, we had plays, we 
had the same staff people-Sister staff people, because we had all Sisters except for the Home Ec person- 
they'd all be involved in some way. Helen Clare [Sister Helen Clare Fenton (1917-2010)??] had the music. 
Patricia Clare [Sister Patricia Clare Mullin (1908-2002)??] had the directing the Fine Arts so to speak, the 
drama-all that kind-. Catherine Therese [Sister Catherine Therese Knoop (1923-1998)??] helped with the 
scenery, along with the girls. And Cecilia [Sister Cecilia Louise Moore (1928-2004)??] would show up just as 
a support. I mean, that's how for me-and many of us at that time-and that's how we were drawn to the 
life. Because these women attracted different ones of us. And that's why I think the group was so big that 
entered. That year, the couple of years after us-the year before us was smaller. But it was these women-it 
was their lives just at the-and what they were about. They were teachers. They were supporters. They 
loved their life. And how they treated us-you know, it was just that. And each one of us would have a 
different way of expressing it now. But-I mean, we hung out at school all the time, whether they were there 
or they weren't there. It was sort of a meeting place for life and fun and-yeah. So, that probably was the 
basket of life that I was sitting in for four years. And pieces got put in and out of that life to help me say yes. 
And I've never regretted the yes. I've never had a doubt. 

[00:34:30.07] SHANNON GREEN: What was the transition like for you when you entered and- 

[00:34:35.26] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: Well, it was like going on a vacation or something. We 
didn't know what we didn't know. I can still-my-the group I went south with was on the train-we went on 
the Starlight or whatever it was called. And leaving crying parents and siblings and family at Union-whatever 
the station was-l forget the name of the station in San Francisco. On the plane all night-the train all night- 
and arrived. And one of the girls who was entering-her aunt met all of us. I forget what-l don't know if she 
had a van or something. Of course, we went all dressed up. [laughs]. And we smoked at that time. We 
weren't smokers, it was like-it was a novelty. We couldn't afford it, you know, so we'd be all smoking the 
same cigarette or whatever. Anyway, we arrived-not everybody did-but we arrived. She took us out to a 
very nice restaurant, and I think it's still-one up on Hollywood-1 forget the name of it-starts with a "P". 
Anyway, locals would know it. Then she drove us to St. Mary's. We had to be there-l'm making up-three 
o'clock-we were there like five to three, [laughs]. And arrived with our suitcases or whatever we had, and 
that was it. Now, local women who entered, you know, their families were there at St. Mary's. So, you had 
this crowd arrive, sort of en masse, together, so it was like going from a party and going-it was-you know, 
we didn't know what we didn't know. So, that's how we entered, because we came from afar. And I don't 
think anybody out of this San Francisco group-family brought them. I think they all came by train, either 
with us or at a-l don't-l can't remember that part of it. So, yeah, we didn't-yeah, it wasn't much crying, 
because maybe some thought of going home-1 'll go home-1 'll try-1 don't know that. But I just-l didn't 
think of going home, but I didn't know exactly-you know, the Sisters at school made it, maybe I can make 
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it. I didn't even think about it, you know. 


[00:37:09.07] SHANNON GREEN: What about the--you know, the chores, and silence, and the prayer-just 
the whole kind of structure of community life-was that an easy transition for you? 

[00:37:18.12] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: Not really, because you know, we were high-we were 
eight-seventeen, eighteen years old-nineteen-whatever-however they were. No, I can just remember we 
arrived and we had to go upstairs and put on the postulant outfit. And then we came down and lined up, 
because we were going out to meet the novitiate. We were in uniform to school, we have a uniform now 
[unintelligiblej-l mean, I don't even-it doesn't stick with me what the significance was or it wasn't. St. 
Mary's was a very confined environment, simply because of the size of the group and the space that was 
allocated for our formation time. The silence-it was like high school-you'd get in trouble for talking kind of. 

I don't-none of that sticks with me-it was what it was. And I really did like our Postulant Director, simply 
because I would have the experience of great support when Peggy left. We were there six months. And then 
the habit, that was a whole exciting time. A lot of crying before it, trying to make it-and some of us sewed, 
and some of us didn't-people helping each other out, you know. We had charges, but it was like home, you 
had responsibilities, just you were in a crowd, [laughs]. We had some kinds of things that we would call 
parties. I don't-it went fast-you know, it doesn't-it was a segment you went through and I don't have any 
regrets. The only part was losing a good friend, I thought. But then the novitiate was two years. We were 
packed in the novitiate program. It would be like first years of college or whatever-we had certain classes 
and-confined was more. So, when we got outside at recreation time, those of us-and there were many 
from many places that were used to being out-we appreciated being out and playing ball or sitting around 
and talking. So, people would have different takes on that. Maybe in my own mind, all things are passing. 
And of course, I'm thinking it now, I'm not thinking it then. But you know, I didn't regret any of it. Then 
when it came time to make vows and all the preparation of that it was a serious decision, whether you were 
going to do that. I think we had good guidance. And you know, it meant something to be really serious 
about that and take the next step. And by then, we had moved up here. We were the oldest-we moved 
from St. Mary's-it was the summer and we would make vows in March. And so, we were the transitional 
group, so we were the oldest. So, there are a lot of fun memories around this place-setting it up and so 
forth. We were also the oldest when we moved into Daniel Freeman [Hospital], so we had lots of activity 
that got us out. And our group was active, so it was-it was good. And we were serving the community, 
helping set stuff up and sort of dreaming, you know-"Am I going to be working in this hospital?", or am I 
going to be-what am I going to be doing. You know, people had their own dreams. So, it was an active 
time. And maybe that was a thing that was a savior for me. They were opening Daniel Freeman and being a 
part of that-even though we were doing-scrubbing the floors and stuff. But it's a part of that-part of 
setting this up-first at doing certain things in a new place. Those were energizing-sort of the idea of a 
pioneer-that we did a lot of that pioneering in our own lives as we moved into the future. In those days lots 
of vocations, opening schools, opening the hospitals, new adventures-it was an exciting time. 

[00:42:08.19] SHANNON GREEN: Tell me about your religious name and how-did you- 

[00:42:13.20] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: Oh, my religious name. Well, we got to put down three 
choices and of course, that was great conversation-what are you going to put down. And some people 
wanted the same names. So, when we got the habit and the bishop reads out, "Miss Dadada will be known 
as Dadada", then you heard the name given, and you knew so-and-so also wanted it, you know-well, what 
did the other one get. It was-there was a lot of excitement around it, and some mystery. So, we were asked 
to think about it. Well, I wanted something for my mom and dad if I could. And so, my choices were "Ann 
Patricia"-! wanted "Patricia Ann"-we had one, so you couldn't duplicate in those days. Now you can, but so, 
that was gone. So, "Ann Patricia", "Patricia Denise", and my father and mother would have been "Margaret 
Patrice"-! wanted women's names. I didn't think about that, but I-somehow. So, I-those were my choices, 
so, I got my first choice. And I am "Ann"-my baptism, and my middle name is "May", which is "Mary", 
connected to all sides of the family, and we had "Mays" and "Marys" and so forth. So, you know, what I 
asked for I got. And I didn't have to change it, or-it's still represents who I am, and you know that. 

[laughs]. 

[00:43:55.23] SHANNON GREEN: So, when others were changing back to baptismal names, you didn't feel 
that. 
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[00:44:02.21] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: No. I didn't even think about-no. Because it was 
feminine, I still knew how to write it, and it really-the "Ann" is the same "Ann" I had at-you know, growing 
up, so-no, there-l didn't have to go through that shift at all. Yeah. 


[00:44:24.14] SHANNON GREEN: Tell me a little bit about your first days in mission-teaching elementary 
school. 

[00:44:27.18] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: Oh, yeah. Well, we were the first group after we made 
vows that had three months-from March to J une-there was a large segment of us that were assigned to go 
out to the missions, because we had so many places at that time. And so, two of us went to St. Cecilia's. The 
rest went in threes and fours. And what we did, we went on a Sunday and-to our mission, and we came 
back on a Wednesday. And so, we did that for the three months. And the two of us observed in a sixth 
grade. So, that was great, great-we called them "NT's" or "Model Teachers". She was really super. And 
what you do is you observe, and then you do a task, and you move into part-time teaching, full-time. 
However, I loved it, the age and the kids and so forth. But during that time, in the second-first and second 
grade in that school, there was a teacher who was ready to deliver her baby. So, I was asked to go down 
and teach a combination first and second for-l don't know if I-I want to say a week or so. I definitely knew 
I wasn't a primary teacher. So, that was a gift. Now, not that we had any say in those days, but anyway. So, 
the sixth grade experience-that was-that felt good, and I had this crazy first and second-1 survived it so 
that-we sang and did religion and played games, I think, the whole week. But it was a good experience to 
have. So, then we get our first assignments during the next summer, and I was sent to St. Basil's in Vallejo 
[California], fourth grade. I was there four years. And I taught the same class three of the four years. I had 
them in fourth, I had them in fifth, and then I jumped to seventh, and then of course, the next year I was 
still there and they were moving up. I still hear from about a dozen of those students. In fact, I just heard 
from one yesterday to tell me his latest tale, and about another one of his classmates. So, that group was 
obviously very special. Then I went from them-and I thought, as I said, fourth, fifth and seventh-1 did the 
choir and I don't sing, and I did the sports program, because we taught CCD [Confraternity of Christian 
Doctrine] on the weekend. You know, you were involved-you were busy. And we were young-we had 
younger people. Then the next move was to jarleth [St. Jarleth School, Oakland, California], and I had junior 
high. And we were a houseful, and we had some Sisters from our St. Paul province studying at Cal, which 
was near. So, that brought a whole-[not newnessj-but an integration of other provinces, because we 
weren't exposed in those days. And they were fun-one was an artist and the other was a historian. In fact, 
[Sister] Karen Kennelly became the President of the College. And so, those are early, early days, and fun 
days. And I went from a more traditional Superior in Vallejo to a more progressive or-it was a contrast. And 
both women were good for me at the particular time-they both were good experiences-different, but good. 
And then-where did I go then? 

[00:48:31.02] SHANNON GREEN: Canoga Park [California]. 

[00:48:33.01] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: Canoga Park. I left the north-it was unusual for me to be 
assigned as a young Sister back to the north. And when I was assigned, my mother said people said, "Well, 
yeah, you're an only child-the community sent you back near home." But we couldn't go home, so, it 
wasn't-it was convenient for them, but it wasn't convenient, you know, for us. So, then I was changed to 
Canoga, and I was there for a year. I had seventh and eighth. It was a-the junior high had an eighth, had a 
seventh, and I had the combo. And that was the year my father died. I'd hardly got there. And he died the 
day before Kennedy, so he died November 21 [1963]. So, that part of life has its own-1 didn't know much 
about the Kennedy thing until his twenty-fifth anniversary, because we were involved in family and funeral 
and all that kind of stuff. So, that's the year of that event in family life-affected, obviously all of us, because 
my father had just retired and my mom and dad were going to Ireland the following summer. Had all their 
plans-both sides of the family knew all about it. But he died suddenly, and it was so traumatic for my 
mother that she didn't go that year. She went the following year. And I was glad she was able to do that. 

But they had never been back. They had never been back since they left as young immigrants. And then five 
years later, I got to go with my mother. And that was the best thing that happened, because it connected 
me to anybody and everybody that was alive. And over time I've been able to spend lots of time with-and 
some have come. So, that family enrichment is a real gift, and, you know, sustains. And then I left there and 
went to-oh, we used to laugh. We spent summer here, and we'd go to the Mount for class and it was crazy 


file:///emcfs.mount.msmc.la.edu/...ccargar/ArchiveSave/Temps/20180919_AddTranscripts/SrAnnPatriciaOConnor_20180410_Transcript.txt[9/19/2018 9:51:32 AM] 



how we did some of the stuff that we did-but it was good. We said, everybody who lived here during the 
summer probably will be changed-and by gum, that summer I was only at Canoga one year. And that 
summer I was here for the summer, commuting up the road. And sure enough, I was changed to [St.] 

Martin of Tours [school, Brentwood, California], which is right down the hill. And so, that happened. But a 
wonderful thing-two things at Martin's that is worth sharing. One was I had seventh grade again-the first 
seventh grade I had there, I had never had a more holistic class in my life. They were bright, they were-- 
they liked each other, they were artistic, they could sing, they could do all this thing. And I did an operetta 
with them, and I don't sing. And we had two complete casts, and the flu hit, and they could take each 
other's parts. And that tells you something about just the quality of that class. But at that same time, I also 
had-from the Mount-just like what I'm doing now. They sent Sisters who were in the credentialing program 
to come down and do observation. So, I had [Sister] Janet Duffy, who was-she's a natural-she's a 
wonderful teacher-she was wonderful from the first time she-l learned from her. And she's, you know. I'm 
supposed to be mentoring her. But she was with that class too. And so, that was a big highlight. And what 
was the other-1 forget the other thing I was going to tell-they were the bright lights, and what was the 
other thing about being there? I forget-other than that we lived at the convent and it used to be Gary 
Cooper's [Frank James Cooper (1901-1961), American actor] home, and so we had great adventures around 
Gary Cooper's- 

[00:53:15.02] SHANNON GREEN: Well, Vatican II [Second Vatican Council (1962-1965)] is happening right 
around this time and finishing right around this time. Were you aware of that? Were you reading the 
documents-some people said they were reading the documents as they were coming out-some were not. 

[00:53:28.12] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: I wasn't. I mean, in the sense of-this is where you 
separate me out in some things-l'm always the practitioner and the active and resourcing what I need to be 
involved in what I'm doing. So, it's a back way into a lot of things that I've been able to do. When I think of 
Vatican II, for us as women religious, it's change-what were the changes that hit. And by-l'm trying to 
think where I was-tell me on the-when did I go to Banning? 

[00:54:05.03] SHANNON GREEN: It says 1966. 

[00:54:07.07] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: Banning? 

[00:54:07.17] SHANNON GREEN: Um-hm. To '71. 

[00:54:09.09] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: Okay. It was early-l left Martin's-went to Banning. From 
the standpoint-by then, it was the call to religious to change and back to your roots and whatever. Now, 
this is-Banning was in the boonies in those days. The freeway was just starting to move out as I lived there. 
The big thing that happened for us was the experimental habit. And-[laughs]-that sounded great-1 was 
out in the boonies and the kids were great-they'd love some excitement about something. And so, I 
volunteered. And the package arrived just before Christmas. And what we needed was somebody to put the 
hems up to whatever. Well, you had to-people could tell you numerous stories about me and the habit, 
because I looked like Mary Poppins [fictional nanny character in children's book series by P. L. Travers 
(1934)]. All I didn't have is the umbrella-it was crazy-the color and the whole bit. So, I'm-you know, I was 
out there and this was an experiment-we had to start wearing it right after Christmas vacation. So, one of 
the women fixed the hem and whatever. It was awful, the whole thing. I can't-you'd have to see a picture 
to understand it. And you ask anybody who-"Did you remember Ann Patricia in the experimental"-and they 
can't even talk to you. They just hoopla. Anyway, so I went to school in this-in the outfit, and l-did I tell 
the kids I was coming back-1 forget-l don't think they knew. Anyway, well, you spent hours explaining as 
best you could. And they were so attentive and-you know, the only Sisters they knew were those of us that 
were there. We didn't have any Sisters out in the desert at that time, so anything was an excitement or 
experience. Anyway, but what I did with them was, I said, "You know, I can't talk-1 can't explain about this 
forever." But I had a question box, and I said, "You put your questions in and every day the first part of 
class I will do X, Y, or Z." And you know, they got right into it. All right, this is the kicker-the year goes on. 
On Memorial Day weekend the experiment was over-dead. We go back into the habit the next Monday 
morning. But the eighth graders-l used to give them privileges. Now, I was a teaching Principal, so I was in 
and out. So, for the eighth graders it was privileges or whatever. Would you believe they only privilege that 
that class wanted was for me to go back into the habit? Now, I did that exercise with them just before 
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Memorial Day, you know, your privileges, and you know so when we come back the rest of the school year 
and blah, blah, blah-great motivation kind of stuff. I couldn't believe it. Well, what they never knew was, 
they went home for Memorial Weekend-the mail came through from the province and it was go back into 
the habit. So, I did go back into the habit because the community experiment was off. But the kids thought 
it was great because they-[laughs]-they got-and they only had the one. They didn't ask for anything else. 

I just-that story just blows my mind-[laughs]-when I think about the intervening of life, you know. But 
anyway-so, the habit was the big thing, because it was visible-it was always the sign. You still meet people 
on the airplane and they find out you're a Sister-they're asking about the habit. Now how many years has 
that been, you know? So, it was the visible symbol, influence, whatever it was for a person. That stands out 
for me. 

[00:58:32.20] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: And you're going to say, "What happened to your 
spirituality?" or you know, "What grounded you to continue?". I think it was just trust. It was change-1 love 
change. I think you know me well enough, let's-. So, maybe that was an experience of it that grabbed me 
and I got into it and it impacted me in my prayer life-my personal prayer life, which we got more into at 
that time. Most of our prayer up to that time-because you didn't have time in between is how life used to 
be-was periods of time during the day. We had the Office-we had morning prayer, afternoon prayer, 
prayer-and like we had-they were all structured, which grounded us. I mean, it got us in a posture of 
relationship with our God. And of course, that changed over time as you grew and learned and sought out, 
because God is a relationship, it's not rules and whatever. So, to me it was a gift, in hindsight. The kinds of 
retreats I moved into, the kinds of experience I've had with community, the things-opportunities that have 
been given to me-out of ministry to broaden my professional or my spiritual life-to do whatever God was 
asking me to do. I've been very, very blessed. And I have a responsibility to hold that as a gift and give it 
back in however God wants me to do that. And maybe that's one of the nourishments I have at this age, 
that I'm still involved in enough things. I'm still involved in ministry, as you know, so-. 

[01:00:40.03] SHANNON GREEN: Is-was Banning one of the Indian mission schools? 

[01:00:44.01] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: It was, yes. 

[01:00:45.10] SHANNON GREEN: Could you share a little bit about what the school was like in the CSj- 

[01:00:48.12] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: Well, I was in the parish school. And it was one of our 
first missions in the 1800's. And it was up on the Indian reservation in the northern part-or "hillier" part of 
the city. And our Sisters had a boy's school there-Indian boy's school. I think it became not just a boy's 
school-1 think later the girls. And then, eventually over time, the parish evolved and the mission closed as 
"the mission", and the school moved into the parish, and was extended out to the reservation east of us, so 
it was sort of that piece of history. The story of the mission-moved to a boy's school that was, at the time- 
I'm not sure if it was run by the diocese or a combination of the diocese and the state. I don't know the 
history. But, living there as the administrator-the Principal and a teacher there, we were always aware of 
our Sister's history. And during my time, we had Sisters buried there. And so, what happened during that 
time was the movement of those Sisters into LA. And so, I'm conscious-because I had a crucifix from one of 
them that was a part of the archives of the house, and those women were moved at that particular time. 

And that school is now closed. So, it was a-for me, it was really a "mission" experience, in the sense of 
knowing that parish school had emerged from our Sisters' presence there many years. And so, the Indian 
population, which would be the generations-some of which we had in the school-and they'd know the 
importance of that and value the Sisters having been there over time. Yeah-so-yeah, it's a good example of 
the Gospel, you know-at some point you shake the dust and you move one. And we've done that in a lot of 
places. In fact, I was in community service and we had to do a lot of that with our Sisters. But it's the reality 
of life. We're called, we have a presence, we respond to God's people, it comes to some kind of change or 
closure, whichever, and we try to move on. It's tough, but we have to-it's part of life. That's our way of 
living change in life. [You in families] know what change is. It's just a-it's a different track, but it's the same 
evolution of life and-. 

[01:04:00.23] SHANNON GREEN: Would you talk a little bit about your education and when you decided to 
pursue a master's degree, or advanced studies, and just kind of-yeah, how that came about. And we're kind 
of trying to draw out the value of education- 


file:///emcfs.mount.msmc.la.edu/...ccargar/ArchiveSave/Temps/20180919_AddTranscripts/SrAnnPatriciaOConnor_20180410_Transcript.txt[9/19/2018 9:51:32 AM] 



[01:04:18.05] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: Well, let's see. I know I had a good education growing up. 
And then, entering community, we-our education was sort of hit and miss. And it was how life was. Took 
me eleven years to get my BA. Now you say, "Wow, were you in the slow group?" Well, part of it was that I 
was missioned to the north, and at that time we did not go to school on Saturdays or anything in the north. 
Then we came back at summertime, and we had classes. Okay, so, you notice, I've been in the north eight 
years-l think it's eight years or nine years-before I came south to Canoga, and then Canoga I'd do the 
Saturday run, okay-and eventually finished my BA. So, that would be the BA kind of thing. But in that period 
of time, my major-1 'm not real sure what the sequence was, but I was a science major. Okay, living in the 
north you just couldn't keep up with science, because it takes a long time to complete. So then, I was moved 
into English slash Social Sciences, and that's what I finished up as. In those days, they lumped things 
together, plus some Education stuff-they called it a "group", because I was going to go out and be a 
teacher. We didn't sign up for what we wanted to do. They observed us and sent us out to do what we did. 
[laughs]. Okay, so, my BA took eleven years. Then-I forget what year I even got that degree-but when I 
left I was in Banning, and I was called out of the classroom by the Provincial, Mary Brigid [Sister Mary Brigid 
Fitzpatrick '47j in those days and talking to me about there was a need in the community in dadadada. Well, 
what it was, was to be a member of our Apostolic Board, or in more current terms, one of the Directors of 
Education for the Province. And here I'm out in Banning, a teaching Principal, with these crazy adventures, 
[laughs]. So, I was sure they had gotten to the bottom of the line and, "Well, we'll try this one and see." 
Anyway, so I had twenty-four hours to get back to her. Well, can you imagine, phone call, conversation-and 
I couldn't tell anybody, [laughs]. So, went back to class-some class in the afternoon or whatever we had. Of 
course, this is on my mind, and whatever. So, I phoned her the next day, and to this day-she's not too well 
right now, but we've had more stories-"! never said yes to you." It just happened. So, I left there and came 
back to here, Carondelet Center, from a place-it's the only place I cried when I left, was when I left 
Banning. You know, because it was a tough place-you know, financially and it was-people were just 
wonderful and it was just-a wonderful place-not easy, but wonderful. So, I came here and I was in this 
position-that position-for five years. 

[01:07:59.22] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: And we were doing some change in our government 
structure, so we didn't know if that was going to change. And in time it did, and so I left there. But while the 
potential change was going on, I was recruited by the Diocese of San Diego to come to their school office. 

So, my educational ministry has been a response to God through somebody asking-like-l don't think I really 
interviewed as I went from place to place. Because, you know, that began to happen-Sisters were not 
assigned, you went through a process with the particular school or institution or whatever it was. So, 
Banning-that's how I left Banning to go to here. Did my five years here, which were very difficult years for 
our leaders at the time-we were support to our leaders, in-it was the time of withdrawing our Sisters, 
because vocations were down. Some Sisters were leaving educational ministry and going into social services 
that-and a variety of needs. And the community was open to that. So, some kind of juggling had to be 
made, and so those years were very difficult. The Sisters-it was tough to give up schools-"What do you 
think you're doing?"-and it wasn't us, it was the decisions that the leaders of the time had to make, 
hopefully in conjunction with the dioceses in which we served. But they didn't give us help. We ended up 
making decisions. And going through that whole time, with those leaders, with those bishops-very tough 
time. It was the toughest time in my religious life, because it was a real shift of responding to the needs of 
the time. You know, because it was situational-we weren't doing any of it. And so, it was-yeah, it's a cloud. 
And we did our best, and our leaders did the best, and to spend time dwelling, "We should have done it 
different"-it's how it was-it's how it was. And was God in it? Of course, and things have gone on, and we've 
seen some wonderful things as a result of that piece of history. 

[01:10:57.03] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: So, while that was going on, and our governance was 
shifting-the leadership mode, model was shifting-that's that one hunk of time-we, on the Apostolic Board- 
were told, "Do-if something comes your way, or you want to seek something,"-we were given some 
freedoms. And so, San Diego sought-was seeking me, because they had a sense-somebody knew what 
they knew. And I mean, it wasn't for me. So, I went there for six years, and I was the Associate 
Superintendent. And then, that was an interesting time of life. And then, it was-l was really in charge of the 
elementary schools for the diocese. And then, while there, my mother was needing more help, and she lived 
in San Francisco. And so, I kept feeling I need to open if something comes. Well, by gum, I was hardly in 
San Diego when San Francisco asked me to come. And I had just gotten to San Diego. I said, I couldn't do 
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that. Now, the shadow-1 need to think about moving north-and these were the days that-we would 
respond in dialogue with our contact in the community. I mean, I wasn't running off on my own pell mell. 

But it was-you weren't being assigned-you went through a process with the appropriate people, and then 
you were missioned-because we're all missioned to whatever we do. So anyway, I didn't do anything with 
that. And then, my mother's health changed and they called again around the same time. And it was very 
specific what they would like me to come and do. So, I thought, you know, there's a need-two needs. I've 
been here five or six years. It was a hard move to make at the time, but I did, and then I ended up in San 
Francisco doing what I was asked to do there. And while there-and lived at Star, my old alma mater, which 
had closed-no, it closed while I was there, which was a great event. It was like a rally. So, I was glad to be 
there. I mean, I would have gone-but I was there when that all-that was '85 I think. Anyway, so. I'm doing 
my thing in San Francisco, and the Diocese of Santa Rosa pursued me. And I had just had surgery when 
they called, so it wasn't the best time to respond. But anyway, in time I did. Now that was sort of an 
interview-1 had to go meet with the bishop-[laughs]-who was an educator at the time. So, I went to-went 
through that process-l'm laughing because it was a little different than that experience. So, you know, I 
prayed about it. In all these cases it was a-for me-my own way of discerning it and bringing it to the right 
people. I'm not saying that in each incident, but I learned early on in my thirty-day retreat about the 
processes of Ignatian, you know, discernment and the kind of life I said yes to. It's-you know, it's 
sometimes things don't feel good, but that's where you need to go or respond. And so, that whole 
undercurrent underlies all of this that I haven't verbalized. Anyway. 

[01:15:14.09] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: So, I went and went through that process again-went 
over it with the appropriate persons, and it's a very poor diocese. It's fourteen percent Catholic. It's a 
beautiful area. Church has had its own history that reflects in what is evolving there and continues. But my 
piece was the educational piece. And because the bishop was an educator, he had savvy for a lot of things. 
Fie eventually retired in my time, and there were a lot of things that were very different from my experience 
that had some political overtones that I didn't have to experience before in other places, because it was 
smaller, there were fewer people in leadership roles. So, you knew, if you went there, you're on the-you 
know-on the docket for whatever you do or you don't do. But I had-and I didn't have anybody working 
with me-l was going cold. I finally had a secretary. I used to come home-1 lived with the Oranges-that's 
where I lived with the Oranges for all those years save a couple. I'd come home and I just had nothing to 
say, because I was still struggling with so much when you go into a new place and very little support around 
it. But anyhow, I hired a secretary that one of them recommended and things began to move. But then 
eventually, I needed help if I was going to do anything, you know, substantial. And so, went through that 
process and had some different assistants. In fact, there's one who I had dinner with the other night, and- 
who applied when I had an opening-and the whole story where we met and what the conversation was. 
Well, we were too small for his gifts. I knew him well and if it wasn't going to work, would it work with me? 
Yes. But the bigger picture-because I could see him as a successor to anybody in charge. But it was too- 
not "mom and pop", but too "churchy"-that would hold him back, I think. And he's a very good practicing 
Catholic and wonderful educator. But we have great stories about that interview. And he says, "And she told 
me no." [laughs]. "She wouldn't hire me." But we still talk about the why's-we just talked about all those 
"whys" the other night-it was fun. But those kinds of stories that come back and it sort of solidifies that was 
a right decision for him and for us at that time. But I was there sixteen years and every time I thought I'd 
move on to something, something changed. "You need to stay to get-". It was-they were the call. It wasn't 
that I wanted to-it wasn't the want to stay-it was something shifted, and I felt the responsibility to make 
that shift. And so that was kind of the "hop, hop, hop" of sixteen years. And they were tough years. Money 
was a big problem toward the latter part. There was a scandal there in-bankruptcy scandal and a whatever- 
-you know, a whole thing that went sort of viral. And it was a sobering time. And it was a real time to be a 
true Sister of St. Joseph, which was-you heard all kinds of stuff-was to listen, respond if appropriate, try to 
gear persons to a more positive look of things-you know, the whole "unifying love" thing. You know, not- 
you know, it's the St. Francis-Pope Francis [Jorge Mario Bergoglio (1936-)]-don't judge kind of thing. It was 
a challenging time on all levels. And I think if I did nothing in the education department, just being a Sister 
of St. J oseph, with a Dominican Sister, with another Sister of St. j oseph, and another strong layman in a 
period of time together-not all together but together-l think we made a difference for that time. And I went 
on-l was on retreat and I made a decision that I'd go the one more year-1 was contracted-and this would 
be my last year. And that's when everything happened-so I needed-l was able to stay and the new bishop 
came in and asked if I would stay-who was-l went to school with him. And I said, "No Dan, I've made"-l 
wanted to be true to my own self-my own-. I said, "No, I can't stay-l've made the decision and-". So, that 
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whole transition time was a-has a lot of learnings to reflect on. The Archbishop Levada [William Joseph 
Levada (1936-)] was very supportive at the time, because he becomes the administrator when your diocese 
is in trouble. So, he was very supportive. And then the new man was appointed, and-of course, they knew- 
but I just-l had made the decision in a discerning way that this was the last year. And I did. I wanted to 
stick with that. 

[01:21:42.09] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: So, then I went on sabbatical, and that was a great 
experience. And during those sixteen years though, I did have an administrative-we called it an 
"administrative leave"-it wasn't a negative thing. But an opportunity came up for me to spend a semester at 
Notre Dame [University]. And it was a spiritually-oriented and a most wonderful environment to Just come 
alive again, renewed. So, I did have that, and the bishop really encouraged me. So that was a real high in 
those sixteen years. And I had a staff at the time that was small, but they were wonderful. So, there was 
readiness for some other challenges, you know, when we came back-1 came back. So, that was another- 
the Notre Dame thing, and then I had the sabbatical, and then twice I've been to Le Puy [France]. 

[01:22:44.27] [Director's comments]. 

[01:23:49.21] SHANNON GREEN: So, how does-is there a point at which the mission and charism, the 
history, really starts to come alive for you. And then I know you also have part of this-part of your ministry 
is sharing that with lay partners and partners in ministry. 

[01:24:05.00] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: I forget what year it was. There was a Life program that 
was-a Federation-CS] Federation-and I had the opportunity to go to Toronto. That's where it was housed 
and so forth. And the first night where we all met each other and the leaders introduced us to what we were 
about-l 'll never forget-it was a map of the world, and on it were marked every place in the world there was 
a CS] presence. It blew my mind, because we were-l think we were in all the continents. Okay-so that's 
the image of, "Wow!" Okay-at that experience we had representation I think from all of our provinces. And 
we were three different groups according to age or something. But that experience sort of blew my mind in 
light of, "Wow! This is who we are together in this world." Now that was in the Eighties, I think. So, you 
know, we've had Vatican II, there's lots of change, we're now having special opportunities to be with 
ourselves and with others of our same charism and so forth. So, that would be the first piece that comes to 
me. The next would be-l can't think of something in between, but that's irrelevant to-my mom died in '93. 
And I was going to go home to Ireland with stuff and being with family and so forth. And a Holy Cross 
colleague of old was on their General Council. And she had stayed at our house for-when we were at the 
same professional kinds of stuff in our educational history together. So, when I wrote about Mother, she said 
to me was I going home to Ireland-if I was, come through France. And that all happened. Now, she spoke 
French, she knew me, she knew my mother, she knew us CS]s-as you know, each other's communities. And 
so, their Council changed their whole calendar so she could spend ten days with me in France, because, you 
know, our conversation. She said-l said, you know, "Oh ] udy, I'd Just love to go to where this all started." 
That happened. And why it's significant, is because I had the bigger picture. Then I went to the hub. And it 
was still where we had the original Mother House, which is ad]acent-or the kitchen is adjacent. So, you 
know where the kitchen-you've been there-you know where the kitchen is. Then that property that's built 
around it was the Mother House, was the chapel. At that time, I think it was the high school or something-it 
was the original stuff of that time. And we stayed there. Now, I couldn't speak to anybody. She-finally had 
to pull her out-"] udy, I want to go see the town." So, we did that together. That made another connection. 
We finished going up to the cathedral and going through everything that they led us to-now this is before 
the Institute, so it's really right there in town. We were walking back from where our Sisters were martyred- 
now, you may know the road, coming down-and there were-at the end of the block going up to the 
cathedral was all the young students who make pilgrimages at that particular time up to the cathedral at the 
top, and-[St.] Michel and the whole part-piece. Anyway, this is-we were coming down and we were dying 
of thirst. And she-and there were no people, because it was the time of day everything had sort of folded 
up. But there was a cafe and as we got closer and closer, I said, "That's American music." It was ] ohnny 
Mathis playing whatever. So here we are in this quiet time in Le Puy, coming from very significant pieces of 
history-especially where our Sisters were guillotined-to the reality of America at the little coffee shop. And 
then the beauty of these young people going on pilgrimage-it was ]ust-it was a very moving moment, even 
though we went in and had-l don't know what we had, a glass of water or beer or what we had. But the 
contrast of life in a very significant place for me tied into the reality of youth, which is what we're all about. 
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you know-and women and children, but this was the youth part of it. So, that Le Puy experience was very 
profound. And it was only about twenty-four hours-we arrived, stayed overnight, did the run, took-okay. 

So, that happened. Then I had the opportunity to go back on a Brentwood pilgrimage, and we did all the 
places and stuff. And you've done that, so you know what I'm talking about. And the Institute was in place, 
and all the change for the Sisters there, because they had merged with some other communities-so, 
change, carrying on, our presence was still there, it may look different to other people-and then the most 
profound thing for me was when we went to the cemetery. Finally found Mother St. J ohn's [J eanne 
Fontbonne, (1759-1843), CSJ founder] grave, which you know. And if I remember my history correctly, she 
had been moved there-she originally-. And as we go to most of the places where our Sisters are buried, 
they're sort of together. We're not here, we're in different places-but the other provinces they're-okay. And 
we had our prayer service, and whatever. I had the hardest time leaving her there. I felt she was alone. We 
had sort of abandoned her. And it did-it struck me. Now, this is my feeling as I left there. Here's this-she 
re-founded us, she's here by herself-l think somebody is buried with her, but she's-you know-1 just had 
this sense of abandonment-[laughs]-leaving her. Well, I was sharing this story with a Sister friend of mine 
and-who's not a CSJ. And I was telling her about the experience and she said, "Stop! Isn't it a part of who 
you are to be out among the people? And wouldn't you want her in life as she was in death, to be out 
among?" It was-you know how you get insights? I mean, somebody gives you the insight and it's like, but 
that's what we're all about. So that's the "dear neighbor" piece. I n her death, when I'm feeling sorry for her, 
she's modeling-"This is what it's all about" kind of thing. So that was an outcome of-there were other 
things, but that one really-and I do-some of you-you may be in the picture-did you go with [Sister 
Teresa] Kvale? I have a picture out of some magazine where you-the group of you were there. And I cut it 
out and I put it next to her because it was a powerful piece to remind me, "In life or death we're about 
God's people." 

[01:33:02.15] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: So, that's my-and the piece about now-we're so strong 
about "unifying love". But everything else that we may say about what it means to be a CSJ, "Unity and 
reconciliation", "Peace, joy and the dear neighbor"-all those pieces-those expressions-that's where they 
flow from. So, it's like, for me, all those are what I grew up with as expressions. And the whole reality of 
what we can all now say together-all these women on the map, back in the room-is the common unifying 
love. That's-and part of that is also what came out of that whole assessment of religious life-the support 
and the solidarity and drawing on each other's experiences and so forth-in its own way, is another 
expression of that unifying love. 

[01:34:17.03] SHANNON GREEN: So, would you reflect a little bit and we're going to [unintelligible]. 
[01:34:20.00] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: Yeah, way over- 

[01:34:21.17] SHANNON GREEN: Not way over, but we're going to start to draw to a close. But where-you 
work a lot with people in sponsored institutions-sponsored ministries? You've had some experiences with 
[unintelligible]-see the future of the charism and how are you envisioning that? 

[01:34:34.02] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: Oh, yeah. I feel it's the call of us Sisters-active Sisters- 
that are involved with our sponsors-with ministry, I don't care where it is-to share that message with 
others. I just feel very strongly about it. Now, my experience in sponsored institutions-l was an interim 
Principal and somebody got sick at St. Mary's Academy. But I was on the Board. And they pulled me off the 
Board-"Please do this." And then went back to the Board. So, I've been on two of our hospital boards- 
which is a whole other world and it continues to change as we speak-in those two institutions. And then I've 
been on St. Mary's of Carondelet and I'm back on St. Mary's as of last week-1 mean, I just got reappointed. 
So, I do have a heart for our sponsored ministries. Because I'm an educator I'm more easily drawn to the 
education ones, because, you know, you're-you know the workings of it. But my hope is that we'll be in 
time enough to have persons like yourself and the other women-men and women-that are in our 
sponsored institutions to strengthen their lives so they can help us continue the message. And as you know, 
a lot of what you learn is by visiting the places where we came to life, and how we came to life, and how 
does that impact you know, and what out of that will help you to carry this charism. I mean, it's not a unique 
charism. It's really the charism of the Gospel. But we are called to be unifiers in our own ways of expressing 
it, out of our history. And I think for me, one of the challenges for me is old but active and being recalled, I 
guess-recycled-no, recalled. We need to go back to Medaille [Father Jean-Pierre Medaille (1610-1669), 
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J esuit priest, sponsor of CSJ s]. Medaille's spirituality is so contemplative and grounded in that call to 
holiness-and I love the picture and I think you used it on one of your slides with us and I think it needs to 
be shouted--is the one--it's the black and white--the cutouts of the six Sisters moving out and he's fading in 
to the background. I think that's a powerful image of the call to those of us walking out that in time we're 
going to be fading into the background, and these new lives will be carrying on the spirituality and the 
presence of who we were meant to be-who we are and who we want to continue to be. I just-it-l'm 
visual, you know, so stuff like that-looking at the tomb and keeping the picture-it just helps me to make 
these things-somewhat get solidified. But not in concrete-that they have some life to-yeah. So that's 
where I'm coming from. Yeah. 

[01:38:36.13] SHANNON GREEN: That's so good. Thank you. Is there anything that you reflected on that I 
haven't asked you about that you want to share? 

[01:38:43.12] SISTER ANN PATRICIA O'CONNOR: No. [laughs]. Because I didn't know what you were going 
to-l didn't do much reflection. I just have to say as a woman who's been in religious life over sixty years, all 
of it-l've been able to be active. And so, one of the prayer postures I need to continue-and more conscious 
of it-when you can't be the way you are, how will you still be a presence to the other, whatever. And one of 
our Sisters is a model for me, and I want to say it, because it's very significant. I lived with her at a hard 
time in her life, for whatever reasons. And later, she was the Superior here when I came to Apostolic Board 
time-and I remember, so welcoming, because she knew I didn't want to be here and I didn't know why I 
was going to be doing this ministry-because she was an educator. And then, her life evolved with health 
and so forth. And you'd walk into this house, and in her latter days she was in a wheelchair. And she would 
be running around with a balloon because it was a feast day or a sign-there's this kind of a party or 
whatever. And then she was bed-ridden. And you visited her and it was always that presence about, "Where 
ya been? What's going on?"-as long as she could speak. And there was always a smile. So, it's that image of 
watching her progress until the last time I saw her in her bed before she died-is, she's a real model. So, 
there's something in me that wants that-even-whatever hardships were-that's part of what brought her to 
what she was on her deathbed. And I just-and that's Sister Evelyn Joseph [Flynn]. She's a-Flynn. And she's 
an educator and she's been Superior-you know, she's done all this stuff. And I'd like to live my end life like 
she-as I perceived it. I don't know the-as I experienced it and how I perceived it. Yeah. So, that's my last 
thought. 

[01:41:38.16] [Director's comments]. 

[01:43:52.02] End of interview. 
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